Baccalauréat Technologique

Session 2009

ANGLAIS

LANGUE VIVANTE 1

LV1 STG (GSI), STI, ST2S, STL
Durée de I’épreuve : 2 heures — coefficient : 2

LV1 STG (CGRH, CFE, MERCATIQUE)
Durée de ’épreuve : 2 heures — coefficient : 3

STG, ST2S : Compréhension : 10 points Expression : 10 points
STI, STL : Compréhension : 12 points Expression : 8 points

L’usage de la calculatrice et du dictionnaire est interdit.

Avant de composer, le candidat s’assurera que le sujet comporte bien
4 pages numérotées de 1 a 4.
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Mr Eugene Foster, who was nearly seventy years old, lived with his wife in a large six-
storey house in New York City, on East Sixty-second Street, and they had four servants. It
was a gloomy place, and few people came to visit them. But on this particular moming in
January, the house had come alive and there was a great deal of bustling about. The butler'
was bringing suitcases and putting them in the hall. Mrs Foster was thinking of nothing at all
except that she was going to miss her plane if her husband didn’t come out of his study room
and get ready. (...)

She began walking up and down the hall and whenever the butler came by, she asked him
the time. This, she kept telling herself, was the one plane she must not miss. It had taken
months to persuade her husband to allow her to go. If she missed it, he might easily decide
that she should cancel the whole thing. And the trouble was that he insisted on coming to the
airport to see her off. (...)

This was an important journey for Mrs Foster. She was going all alone to Paris to visit her
daughter, her only child, who was married to a Frenchman. Mrs Foster didn’t care much for
the Frenchman but she was fond of her daughter, and, more than that, she had developed a
great yearning’ to set eyes on her three grandchildren. She knew them only from the many
photographs that she had received and that she kept putting up all over the house. They were
beautiful, these children. She doted on them, and each time a new picture arrived she would
carry it away and sit with it for a long time, staring at it lovingly. And now, lately, she had
come more and more to feel that she did not really wish to live out her days in a place where
she could not be near these children, and have them visit her, and take them for walks, and
buy them presents, and watch them grow. She knew, of course, that it was wrong and in a way
disloyal to have thoughts like these while her husband was still alive. She also knew that
although he was no longer active in his many enterprises, he would never consent to leave
New York and live in Paris. It was a miracle that he had ever agreed to let her fly over there
alone for six weeks to visit them. But, oh, how she wished she could live there always, and be
close to them!

“Walker, what time is it?”

“Twenty-two minutes past, Madam.”

As he spoke, a door opened and Mr Foster came into the hall {...)

“Well,” he said. “I suppose perhaps we’d better get going fairly soon if you want to catch
that plane.”

“Yes, dear — yes! Everything is ready. The car’s waiting.”

“That’s good,” he said. With his head over to one side, he was watching her closely. (...)

“Here’s Walker with your coat, dear. Put it on.”

“I’ll be with you in a moment,” he said. “I’'m just going to wash my hands.”

She waited for him, and the tall butler stood beside her, holding the coat and the hat.

“Walker, will I miss it?”

“No, Madam,” the butler said. “I think you’ll make it all right.”

Then Mr Foster appeared again, and the butler helped him on with his coat. Mrs Foster
hurried outside and got into the Cadillac. Her husband came after her, but he walked down the
steps of the house slowly, pausing halfway to observe the sky and to sniff the cold morming
air.

“It looks a bit foggy,” he said as he sat down beside her in the car. “And it’s always worse
out there at the airport. I shouldn’t be surprised if the flight’s cancelled already.”

“Don’t say that, dear — please.”

Roald Dahl, The Way up to Heaven, 1954

! a butler : a servant
? a yeamning :a desire
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NOTE AUX CANDIDATS

Les candidats traiteront les exercices sur la copie qui leur sera fournie et veilleront
- 4 respecter I’ordre des questions et reporter la numérotation sur la copie (huméro de

Pexercice et, le cas échéant, la lettre repére ; ex. : 1 a, 1 b, etc.).
- a faire précéder les citations éventuellement demandées du numéro de ligne dans le

texte,
Les candidats des séries STI, et STL traiteront les questions I, I (A,B,C,D,E) et III.

Les candidats des séries STG, ST2S traiteront les questions I, IT (A,B,C,D.E,F,G) et IIL.

I - GENERAL COMPREHENSION
Write down the correct answer.

A - The text deals with
1) buying a house abroad.
2) a stressful morning.
3} a couple’s holidays in France.

B - Mr and Mrs Foster live in
1) the USA.
2) France.
3) the UK.

C - Mr and Mrs Foster’s daughter lives in
1) the USA.
2) France.
3) the UK.

D - Mrs Foster is frustrated because
1) her daughter has only three children.
2) her husband will not come with her.
3) her grandchildren live far from her.

E - Mrs Foster is worried about
1) being late.
2) leaving her husband.
3) taking the plane.

II - DETAILED COMPREHENSION
A - RIGHT or WRONG? Justify by quoting from the text.
1) Mr and Mrs Foster had an active social life.
2) Mrs Foster could take another plane if she wanted to.
3) Mrs Foster was not fond of her daughter’s husband.
4) Mrs Foster had never met her grandchildren.
5) Mr Foster wanted to move to France.
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B - Pick out from the text
1) two elements showing that the Fosters were wealthy.
2) two activities Mrs Foster would like to do to please her grandchildren.
3) two quotations showing that in the couple Mr Foster was the decision-maker.
4) a quotation showing that the butler tried to reassure Mrs Foster.
5) one element showing that because of the weather the plane may not fly.

C - Write down the two adjectives from the list that best describe Mrs Foster.
anxious — cheerful — slow — impatient ~ angry — aggressive

D - Who or what do the following words refer to?
1) line 19 “...staring at it lovingly.”
2) line 26 “...how she wished she could live there...”
3) line 26 “...how she wished she could live there...”
4) line 27 “.. and be close to them!”

E - Find in the text a synonym for each of the following words or expressions:
1) sad
2)atrip
3) recently
4) near
5) left the house quickly (2 words)
6) in the middle

Les questions suivantes seront traitées uniquement par les candidats des séries STG
et ST2S.
F - Select the right answer:

1) “bustling about” (1.4) means
a- arguing all the time. b- running everywhere. c- laughing stupidly.

2) “to see her off” (1.12) means

a- to protect her. b- to get rid of her. c- to accompany her.
3) “to live out her days” (1.20) means
a- to spend the rest of her life. b- to spend her holidays. c- to spend six weeks.

G - Quote a complete sentence which tends to prove that Mr Foster is trying to make his
wife late.

III- EXPRESSION: les candidats de toutes les séries traiteront les deux sujets

1. Imagine Mrs Foster missed her plane. Write the conversation she had with her husband
at the airport. (80 words)

2. What role can grandparents play in a child’s life? (120 words)
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